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HAPPY 2022
to every one
of you!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Our ability to celebrate our victories or
relieve our sorrows may be limited to
audiences of 100 or less in hospitality
settings, but playing in groups of four
with significant distancing allows
golf courses to remain open, without
restrictions on the use of rakes or
flagsticks. Mask wearing guidelines
apply in potentially congested areas,
such as the pro shop, practice green,
and parking areas, and vaccine
passes are required for access to
the clubhouse. And whilst prediction
is difficult, especially if it involves the
future, there is room for optimism
that the variations of the original
virus may be characterised by being
less dangerous although more easily
transmissible.

John Petrie

We golfers are fortunate that the
Covid virus dislikes open spaces
and fresh air, elements of our hobby,
pastime, sport, and/or obsession,
that are an integral part of the game.

My New Year’s resolution to become
fitter has already paid off in the sense
that I can hit it now almost as far as I
could 10 years ago!
Despite the dryness of the fairways, the
greens are in magnificent condition and
have been the subject of very positive
comments from visitors comparing
our greens favourably to such resort
courses as Wairakei International.
So, enjoy the privilege of freedom to
pursue our favoured activity before
the implications of a broader infection
spread and isolation requirements
become apparent.
- John

The Home of
Rotorua Golf!
The very best
club in the
country!
Phone 07 346 8007

Happy golfing!

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

PH 07-343 1002

NAIRN FISHER ACCOUNTANTS

Leith Comer

Tena koutou.
The year has got off to a good start
for golf at Arikikapakapa.
The numbers playing on the course
have increased as has our cart hireage
and the amount of green fees collected.
The positive comments being made
about the playing conditions are very
pleasing, particularly those about the
excellent quality of our greens.
Members and visitors are enjoying the
welcoming atmosphere being created
by our staff in the Golf Shop.
Tiweka and I have been seen enjoying
a quality wine out on the deck most
Thursday evenings before we hand
out the prizes for the Business House
Twilight Competition.
A full field is turning up each week
with players enjoying the golf and
the socialising in the Club House
afterwards. The kitchen is excelling
itself in producing good quality food.
With a bit of encouragement the Club
will field men’s teams in each of the
grades this year.
We obviously need a bit more cajoling
to get a Men’s Match Committee up
and running.
Maybe we should combine the Men’s
and Women’s Match Committees
and have the combined committee
run by women?
There is bit of “tongue in cheek” in
that last comment but it is a way of
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complimenting the way our ladies, year
after year, get themselves organised.
(Yessss, says Helen Gorman! Women
spend most of their lives ‘organising’
with attention to detail, so are good at
it!)
Finally Paul Hartstone was back
coaching at the club last Sunday and
we will see Paul on a regular basis.
Nick Davey has his first set of free
coaching clinics on Friday 4 February
2022.
Thanks to the Funding Committee
we have been fortunate to receive
philanthropic support to provide
free coaching by Paul and Nick for
the remainder of the year.
-Leith Comer

IMPORTANT NOTICE
If you are a Club Sponsor
and your logo does
not
appear in this publication
please contact the office.

LADIES REPORT
Tiweka Anaru-Iles
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By the time you read this, January
will be done and dusted.
 Omicron is the new buzz word,
masks are very fashionable.
 Lydia has won her 17th LPGA.
 Nadal has won a history-making
21st grand slam title
. . . and we can still play golf, admire
the view from the deck, enjoy good
company, and forget for a moment
about what might be around the
corner . . .
Tena tatou katoa. Warm greetings
and a happy rest of 2022.
It is very pleasing to see the ladies’
participation over the summer, before
we have even had our Opening Day.
Probably the weather has something
to do with getting out on the course,
but whatever the reason, the ladies’
presence is noticeable. What has
been normally an easy ride to get a tee
time, lately has been not so. See you
all on Opening Day!
5th for 8th for 18 holers and 9th for
9 holers.
2021 wound up with a very positive
AGM, new committee members, and a
network of other members prepared to
help with other tasks. We have a VicePresident this year . . . Sue Taylor who
is already showing the worth of her

experience and will be a great support
and help for me as Club Captain.
We also have a new Match Committee
who have been active pre-season,
and will be busy documenting robust
and transparent structures to which
we can refer to in the future.
E whai ake nei . . . whats next?
Events to look forward to during
February are the start of the Shootout,
Stroke Play Championships and
Pennants.
So let’s keep playing golf to escape,
to relax, to refresh and share time and
conversation with interesting people,
as much as we do for the thrill of
returning a good score!
Nga mihi mähäna ki a koutou!
-Tiweka

PRESIDENT’S
NINE
HOLE LADIES
MESSAGE
REPORT
Whilst some of us have been
enjoying relaxing at the beach and
swims in the nearby lakes and sea
others have been out on the course
regularly.
These players are enjoying the hard
fairways, fast greens and summer run.
Our Summer Cup plays through till
2 February with Opening Day on 9
February. If you have a club shirt, wear
it for Opening Day as we like to take a
group photo to start the season.
The first round of Pennants is Monday
21 February where the 9 hole ladies
will compete on the Tauhara course at
Taupo.
We now have an informal 9 hole group
playing Saturday afternoons which
Keiko Walker is kindly organising. Both
men and women are welcome. See
Keiko’s report below.
If you are interested in volunteering
to assist with this group please
contact Keiko on 027 533 3095
or 350 1149 to find out more.
-Sue Mahar

Saturday 9 hole fun golf
group
Our coach, Paul, has groomed quite a
number of golf players, some of them
are beginners and some are restarters.
Paul was aware that they may not have
opportunities to continue golfing after
the coaching session ended.
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I was asked to organise an opportunity
to play on Saturday afternoons. 15
people were on the list. Two decided
not to join for the time being. I haven’t
been able to get in touch with another
two persons (still in progress).
We first met on 8 January and again
for a second week. The first week,
we started at 1.30 pm with 8 players
(4 students, 3 from 9-hole and my
husband Steve). As we had beautiful
summer weather, the golf course is
normally very busy on Saturday. There
were a couple of members and visitors
chasing us. So 5 of them including 2
students played just 5 holes.
We decided to meet at 3.00 pm on the
second week to avoid being pressured.
We had six students join. There are
three men on the list with one joining.
So mixed 9-hole golfing started.
Andrea Searancke, Louise Armstrong
and Greeta Holme came to help and
three groups teed off completing the
front 9, and all submitted cards.
Everyone is having fun and enjoying
being out playing golf. There is
sometimes confusion as to which club
to use or what is pitching or putting.
Some are already swinging very nicely
and hitting very long. They just need
more experience.
Being accompanied by experienced
golfers like Greeta, Andrea, and Louise
is helping understand and enjoy the
game of golf.
-continued

Please note: Our opening hours are now:
8.00am to 10.00am and 4.00pm to 5.30pm
“Our aim is to provide the highest quality
of care and services for your pets in our
purpose-built facility”

Thank you for supporting locally owned and operated businesses. -Phil
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So far, Sammy, Judy, Karen, Carol
and Sue are offering their time. I think
it is a great help when the students
as well as the Wednesday-9-holers
have the chance to play a round with
experienced golfers. This way they can
learn course management, rules, and
manners and also tips on how to hit,
pitch and putt.
I have made a WhatsApp and
Messenger chat group. It makes it
easier for me to send messages to
all in case of any changes as well as
knowing who can and cannot join. After
the school holiday ends, I presume
more people will join regularly.

GO AWAY
. . . AND STAY
AWAY!!

-Keiko Walker
If you are interested in volunteering
to assist with this group please
contact Keiko on 027 533 3095 or
350 1149 to find out more.

Spread the word!
Ph: 07 348 4051

GREAT COURSE!
GREAT SPORT!

L....

WEL
BUT, AS

MANAGER’S special interesting story . . .
Tena Koutou Katoa.
And a Happy New year to you all.
I hope it will be much better this
year. I am sure looking forward to a
semblance of normality.
I would also like to take this opportunity to
say thank you to everyone for supporting
me in moving the Club forward and the
Board for their trust by appointing me to
the General Manager role. I will give it
my best efforts.
On 31 December 2021, we had a visitor
to the club, an older gentleman named
Henry. He began by telling me that he
had come to see where his mother
had won the NZ Women’s Amateur
Championship in 1931 She won again in
1934 at Titirangi and that she had also
won the National Strokeplay title in 1937
and 1938.
Henry’s mother was Muriel Bessie
Fullerton-Smith MBE (nee Gaisford).
She was born in Oringi Hawkes Bay on 3
April 1907 and died in Marton aged 101
on 29 July 2008.
Bessie went to Nga Tawa in Marton and
was introduced to Golf there and became
a member of Marton Golf Club, winning
the Club Champs some 21 times over
about 35 years. She was a member of
the 1933 NZ team that won the Tasman
Cup and was a member for the following
few years.
Bessie, a life member of NZ Golf, is
recognized as one of New Zealand’s
greatest sports women ever. The Cut
rates her as the 3rd best NZ Women’s
Golfer ever. She was into Tennis, Golf,
Equestrian (on her beloved chestnut
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Muriel Bessie Fullerton-Smith (nee Gaisford)

gelding Royal Crest), and won more than
200 ribbons, mostly red, in the late 1940s
and early 1950s. She won New Zealand’s
first three-day event and later became
Rangitikei Pony Club’s chief instructor,
for which Bessie received an MBE in
1972. She became the first woman in NZ
to become a solo Master of the Hunt,
a title she held for 17 years. She was
also a Judge of Royal
Shows, Horse of the
Year and Supreme
Judge of Hounds.
Bessie was made a
Life Vice President of
the NZ Ladies’ Golf
Union in 1965.
Di & Henry
Fullerton-Smith
at Arikikapakapa

COURSE REPORT
Wow! What an amazing change in
weather patterns this Summer.
The whole course was green and
actively growing right up until Christmas
as a result of the regular rainfall events
throughout Spring and early Summer.
Then in the last week of 2021 and up
until late January we have had no rain
and beautiful warm temperatures with
not a lot of wind. It actually reminds me
of the Summers of old in the late 1990’s
and early 2000’s.
Obviously with the rain disappearing
and the hot weather coming on, the golf
course has severely dried out in very
quick time indeed.
Golfers would have
noticed quite a bit of
extra run out there and
handicaps have been
dropping accordingly.
The wetting agent program has been
going along quite nicely, with the new
range of products, coupled with a slightly
different fertiliser program using fertilisers
with better, more gentle effects on turf,
has produced very pleasing results.
This has enabled the green surfaces to
remain open and ready to accept our
irrigation water right down into the root
zone. It results in a more even distribution
of water in the soil and therefore more
chance for the grass plant to survive
the very hot afternoons we have been
having.
The disease preventative program on
the greens is also going along nicely
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and is up to date. There is quite a bit
of disease present around other golf
courses at the moment, so it is good to
be up to date and protected against any
major outbreak occuring.
There was a minor Dollar Spot outbreak
on the surrounds a while ago but this
was nipped in the bud by the appropriate
fungicide application.
With being flat out cutting grass lately,
we haven’t had time to do much else. We
have been periodically cutting up logs at
the chopped down tree between 11 and
12. Hopefully now the growth has slowed
down significantly, we can get this job
tidied up.
We have also started cleaning up the
sides of the stream along the left of the
3rd hole.
Once we are finished this area we can
change the hazard marker pegs from
Yellow to Red to better suit the position
of this penalty area.
We have started the spraying of the
flatweeds around the rough areas on
the course with a few rough blocks done
already. The weeds in these areas are
starting to die and we will continue with
this going forward.
-Kerry Smith.

PRESIDENT’S
GOLF
SHOP MANAGER’S
MESSAGE REPORT
Happy New Year all! 2022 is here
and we hope you all have a great
year ahead with loads of golf in the
books.
As for things golf around Arikikapakapa,
what a great, positive few weeks and
start to the year we have had with loads
of members and visitors getting out on
the course and enjoying themselves.
We were receiving
great comments on
the condition of
our course, and
especially
the
quality greens so
once again thanks
to Kerry, Charlie and Dan for putting
in the great mahi and providing the
quality course we have! Also, great
comments on the atmosphere through
the shop, so all in all a great start to
the year.
With the busy start to the year, I would
like to give a shout out to Mr Wayne
Dean for all his hard work he has
put in. Wayne has been an absolute
asset since he started, with previous
knowledge of the job and his rapport
with all the members. We have had a
great start to the year in the shop with
percentages of green fees on the up,
carts being booked out regularly and
just an all-round exciting busy start!
We do hope to continue to see more
times like this moving through the
year with visitors and new faces as it’s
certainly a positive for the club.
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NEW IN STORE
In the shop we have great ranges of
the new True Links Footwear as well
as the new Ecco Biom BOA Men and
Ladies shoes, alongside all the other
goodies around the shop.
Please remember that if you don’t see
Clubs or electric trundlers etc in the
shop we can source them for you.
Club fittings can also be arranged with
me as we have a great relationship
with the team down at Prodrive
Government Gardens, so we can do
any fittings down there when it comes
to purchasing new clubs.

COACHING
As in previous communications
we have Paul Hartstone returning
fortnightly from Sunday the 30
January 2022 for our Ngati Whakaue
scholarship juniors, alongside oneon one-sessions for everyone else
on each other Sunday starting on 6
February 2022.
Nick Davey, who is from Tauranga,
is taking up a day of coaching on a
fortnightly basis as well on Fridays
running three clinics starting 4
February 2022.
Clinic 1: 10am-12pm - Rotorua Nine
Hole Ladies
Clinic 2: 1pm-3pm - Open to all
Members, Visitors and people new to
golf.
Clinic 3: 3.30pm-5.30pm - Junior
Coaching (Futures Geyserland)
-continued
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I do hope you all enjoy the year of
2022 and push to grow the game of
golf by bringing new people to our
awesome facility, as well as taking
your own games to new levels with
what we have available, but as always
Wayne and myself are here to provide

a great service to you as members
and to all our visitors, so don’t hesitate
to talk to us about any of your golfing
requirements.
-Raoul Piggott
Golf Shop Manager/Junior Convenor

CELEBRATING WAI MORRISON AT ‘80’ AND HER GOLFING STORY
If ever golf took someone on a
journey, a journey that’s stretching
to a lifetime, then that person is Wai
Morrison.

9.30 slot to enable the majority of men
players to complete their rounds in a
day. Women were only just beginning
to enjoy the ‘new golf craze’!

In 1965 she was coerced into taking
up this ‘rather foreign sport’ when she
became part of the Mitchell/Morrison
whanau who were well grounded
golfers and already producing
promising players like husband Terry
and his brother Derek. Starting with an
old bag and a few of her new family’s
relics Wai was introduced to golf!

A few interruptions then followed
as both she and Terry traversed the
country with teaching jobs at Te Puia
Springs, back in Rotorua and then
Paengaroa. Life was now hectic with
four kids in tow so golf for Wai was
only intermittent during these years
as she was still using Terry’s hand-me
-down clubs and even his old putters!

Because she was a natural athlete,
having represented both Rotorua
High School and Auckland Teachers
college at Netball, Basketball,
Tennis and Softball she enjoyed this
completely new challenge.

Wai’s golf however, started in earnest
after her last child (daughter, Wai
Jnr) turned five and began school at
Paengaroa. She joined the Te Puke
Golf Club in 1978 and played with
the weekday ladies on the old course
before moving to the new course
in 1980. During her five years at Te
Puke she really enjoyed playing in
competitions and Pennants all around
the Bay.

She very quickly achieved a 36
handicap
which
enabled
full
membership of the Springfield Golf
Club. However, she played only a
few weeks towards the end of the
season as there was a huge waiting
list for the Saturday Ladies and their
tee time was squeezed into a 9.00 to

In 1985, Wai returned to teach full
time in Rotorua, re-joining Springfield
-continued
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and playing weekend golf. This was
when Women’s Golf was booming with
no Saturday shopping and changes
happening to make women more
inclusive in the golfing arena. Wai was
a part of a group of ladies who initiated
the Weekend Ladies Golf Club at
Springfield.

What could possibly be Wai’s
goal for 2022? Her son David has
suggested that she should aim to play
to her age! Perhaps that brand new
set of the very latest XXIO Model 12
Series that she has recently purchased
might just help to do the trick!!

All recording
and
administration
was
completed
manually and
handicaps lasted for a year.

Fast forward 50+ years
Returning to Arikikapakapa in the late
1990s, Wai has been a very active
and hardworking Committee member,
helping to organise tournaments and
other activities while still playing and
representing our club in the Pennants
and other BOP competitions.
Her name appears on many of the
Arikikapakapa
trophies
(Oronsay
Trophy Wendy Lewis Trophy, Hazel
Warner Trophy, Bronze 1 Division and
Silver 2 Division).
Even now, she still walks 18 holes of
golf at least twice a week!
She keeps in contact with her son
David, a golf pro in Canada, whom she
has visited a few times and played golf
with, so her golf lessons are but the
press of a button away!

Wai Morrison with Nick Davey

Spread the
word about
this place!

THE GREENKEEPERS COTTAGE

Golfers, Mountain Bikers
and Visitors, here is a
unique opportunity to
stay in luxury at a world
renowned thermal golf

gentle sound of plopping
mud. The Greenkeepers
Cottage has undergone a
complete refurbishment
and has been tastefully

view down the 3rd fairway,
with a short walk to the
Pro-Shop and Clubhouse
where excellent catering
awaits you in the Kanuka

the famous Redwood
Forest and it is located
only three minutes from
the city centre, lakefront,
restaurants and bars.

