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I’VE BEEN  
REVIVED!
I WILL  

SURVIVE!

STOP PRESS . . . 
new volunteer editor . . . 

see details inside!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“The difference between a good golfer 
and a great golfer lies in the short 
game, where spectacular success can 
reward hours of practice."
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Phone 07 346 8007

Whilst we celebrate Queen’s 
Birthday on the first Monday of June, 
the UK identify the second Saturday 
of June in order to allow for better 
weather for the Trooping the Colour 
ceremony. The first Friday in June 
is celebrated as national Fish and 
Chips day. 
Chips, and chipping, are both evocative 
of our golf course experience. A good 
chipper can save threatened pars, 
and a bowl of chips is an epicurean 
accompaniment to a beer at the end of 
a successful round. 

Who can forget the sight of Tigers’ Nike 
golf ball dropping in to the 16th hole at 
Augusta?  And with lightweight plastic 
golf balls, technique can be honed 
inside during these winter months.
As for fish, my Fish and Game Eastern 
division license reminds me that the 
season closes at the end of June. 
However, I prefer practising my 
chipping in a warm sitting room to 
standing, freezing, up to my neck in 
Lake Tarawera.                           -John

Happy golfing!

who is the new editor?
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE 3

who is the new editor?

Kia Ora all
As you know we are going to 
be making some changes to the 
current café operations. 
I am on the look out for a suitable 
person to help with that in the bar/
café. If you know anyone looking who 
can make great coffee and has a Bar 
Manager’s licence, I would be keen to 
talk to them. 
Our plan is to move the service point 
for the café into the bar. This will 
mean fewer staff, which in turn will 
help us reduce the operating costs we 
currently face.  Your order will be taken 
at the bar and go directly to the kitchen 
using the technology we already have. 
You will be given a number with your 
order so we can find you when it is 
ready. 
The hot kitchen will operate on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 
with a slightly limited service on the 
other days as we re-establish a seven-
day operation. 
The menu will undergo some review 
with streamlining of dishes offered. 
This is contingent upon us finding 
appropriate staff to work here. That is 
currently a big issue here in Rotorua. 
To get the seven-day cover without 
overworking those who are here we 
need that other person. 
As you will have seen Stacey has 
moved on and we are left with Kath, 
Steve and Maui. Steve will be the 

main stay and Kath and Maui will cover 
only some of the days, so we need to 
have that stable person to cover the 
rest. Of course, I will be here too… 
Covering the Shop, Bar, Office, Café 
and whatever else comes along. 
On another note, you will have no 
doubt have seen the changes in the 
bar by now. The general reaction has 
been overwhelming in terms of how 
much better it looks and how good the 
Asahi beer is too!
Of course that is not the only 
change! The Golf Shop has changed 
a bit also. A big thank you to Glenn 
Millen and Prodrive for their support 
in getting the shop started for us. 
We have now changed of to a Titleist/ 
Footjoy lead with support from other 
suppliers. There are a number of 
challenges in the market at the moment 
with supply of products. Shipping 
delays and just simply product not 
being manufactured because of raw 
material shortages like rubber, which 

-continued



is an important component in many golf 
items. Over time we will do our best to 
build available items in a curated way 
to be as targeted as we can be without 
burdening the shop with unnecessary 
stock. This may mean we have to 
order in specific requests. Our supply 
agreement also means we are only 
able to supply Titleist and Pinnacle 
balls, gloves from Titleist & Footjoy and 
Footjoy shoes. 
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SITUATIONS
VACANT

We are still looking for a  
Golf ShoP MAnAGer.

Do you who know of someone  
who might be suitable? 

Please contact  
General Manager  

GrAeMe Pullen  
manager@rotoruagolfclub.nz 

for details

Did you know our membership currently 
stands at 430? Yes, we have grown 
in the past few months so if you see 
unfamiliar faces around make yourself 
known and let’s make our new members 
feel welcome at:

 AriKiKAPAKAPA 
The hoMe of roToruA Golf

Have a great Queen’s Birthday 
weekend. The Café will be closed on 
Sunday and Monday and we hope 
to be able to go back to seven days 
the following week, if we can find that 
elusive new person. 



MEN’S MESSAGE 5

A big shout out to the small group 
of men who have stepped up to 
ensure the smooth running of men’s 
golf for the remainder of this year’s 
programme. 

June
Competition is the leslie Cup. Played 
over 2 rounds of par on the 4th and the 
11th

July
Trophies that have already been won 
will be presented at the Prizegiving for 
the Captains v Vice Captain’s day on 
9 July 2022. Entry for this is $15 which 
includes a bar bowl for each group. It 
will be a 10.00 am shotgun start, with 
early tee times available as normal 
on a Saturday. These tee times will 
however, be forfeited if there is a frost 
delay on the day.
All vouchers won will be given 
as a credit on your account in the 
Proshop.

The other competition for July is the 
Malcolm Carr rosebowl played over 
two rounds of stableford on the 9th and 
16th. 

August
August 21 is the date set for The 
Cambridge v rotorua interclub 
Competition to be played this year at 
the RGC. This is possibly the oldest 
interclub competition still being played 
in NZ, with a history going back well 
over 100 years.
Support from all members is needed 
to ensure this history is continued.
With winter golf setting in, playing 
conditions may not be as favourable 
as those we have enjoyed over the last 
6 months or so. Don’t let this deter you 
and we are looking forward to having 
good support for all forthcoming club 
competitions.
Good golfing to all!

who is the new editor?

If you come into the office 
you may come across 
a new face. Our new 

Administrator has started. 
Her name is Katrina Wicks who is an 
experienced accountant with a thorough 
knowledge of Xero. K
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We would like to take this opportunity to welcome  
Katrina to the team and to thank Tammy for her thorough 

 work and commitment to the club.  
Hopefully you will still see Tammy around  

with Clubs in hand or covering in the Shop from time to time. 
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M E M B E R

Welcome to 
new member 
Steven Kinsey, 
originally from 
Indiana USA.
Steven and his 
wife, Helen, have two children, one 
resides in California and the other in 
Singapore.

Steven is a Geriatrician Rehabilitation 
specialist at Rotorua Hospital. He is 
a fearsome driver and tried several 
times to explain Grid Iron football but 
collapsed when confronted with the 
Cricket explanation. 

ediTor’S noTe: 
In future editions of this Newsletter, 
we would like to feature a profile of 
any new member, so that we can 
welcome them to the team!
Please give me a call or send an 
email. My details can be found 
together with my identity in this issue!

Steven

Spread the word! 
Do you know of a  

new member?
Maybe a bloke, 
maybe a lady, 

maybe a junior?

QUOTE OF THE MONTH!

Popcorn is prepared in the same pot, in the same 
heat, in the same oil and yet . . . the kernels do not 
PoP at the same time. 

Don’t compare your child to others. 

Their turn to PoP is coming!
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who is the new editor?

Great excitement! Tino Pai, Wahine 
Toa!
As we go to press, I have just heard the 
Rotorua United Silver Ladies are the 
2022 BOP Pennants CHAMPIONS! 
See details on Page 10.

eVent OF tHe MOntH
The plan is always for good weather 
for a golf tournament. So after pre- 
tournament refreshments, we all set off 
in the Van Dyks Tournament 2022, in 
sunshine, albeit chilly, but nevertheless 
sunny . . . everyone happy, happy.  Nek 
minnit . . . . by lunchtime the greens 
were showing signs of surface water, 
the course was getting treacherous 
for carts, the players were getting 
drenched, and the rain was not going 
away! A decision to stop play and 
reduce the tournament to 9 holes was 
made, but did you know we don’t have 
a hooter so Pete Lewis, our trusty 
Course Marshall, drove around using 
sign language to get everyone out of 
the rain! That worked!
It took a while for the hairdryer queue 
to diminish, and hot coffee and hot food 
had the cafe staff working to capacity. 
One comment was the kai was well 
worth the wai . . . good feedback (get 
the pun, haha!) We also introduced 
sandwiches from the bar, that helped 
with the queue in the café. Good idea!
Congratulations to our local winners of 
the major prizes:
 Marian irvine, Winner Arikikapakapa 
Cup, individual Stableford Silver, 

dorace Bishop, Whanaugatanga 
Cup, individual Stableford Bronze, 
and  dorace in partnership with Gloria 
Mayes, second overall stableford. 
See photos on Page 11.
WOW! Our raffle table was mammoth! 
We had over 50 draws of goodies 
all donated  by our members. Right 
down to the last, the offerings were 
well worth taking home! Thank you 
says less than half of it, that was a 
table full of generosity and heart. The 
Wednesday Men donated two bottles 
of wine, prizes for 2’s. Kia ora!
Helping, helping, printing the prize 
cards, raffles, setting up the lounge, 
and more. I bet her school reports said 
‘always polite and helpful’! 
Of course I’m talking about Mary 
Browne, she’s a legend, it’s no wonder 
she’s a Life Member and our Patron.
Wai and Sayuri are setting a precedent 
with the splash of colour on our cafe 
and lounge tables. Don’t we all like 
a feminine touch? Adding a touch 
of class and niceness. The 30% off 
for ladies apparel proved lucrative 
Graeme reported. Do you think some 
ladies may have needed a dry shirt? 
I wonder! 
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Go AWAY
 . . . And STAY
AWAY!!
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Each and everyone one of our 
members in the clubhouse contributed 
to the success of the day with 
manaaki (friendship and hospitality) 
and courtesy and aroha shown to our 
manuhiri (visitors)  We were all in the 
moment keeping the happy vibe going 
while we waited for prizegiving. 
Part of our big picture, Arikikapakapa 
- Home of Rotorua Golf manaaki and 
aroha, was the free round for visitors! 
Didn’t they just love that one!

ngA MIHI AROHA
Or thoughts are with Donna White 
who has sadly lost her husband Brian 

after a long illness. Donna plays on a 
Friday with her dedicated team of four, 
now and again they needed a ring-
in, but mainly in recent times it was 
Donna, Wai Morrison, Sue Taylor, and 
Karen Chard. 
Donna shuffled her golf around 
working full time and caring for Brian. 
Donna has been a member of our club 
for a good many years, and has done 
her time as a committee member and 
Club Captain.
Moe mai ra Brian,
Ka aroha, Donna and whanau
Nga mihi mahana            -       Tiweka

NINE HOLE LADIES REPORT
The Nine Hole Ladies BOP Pennants 
final was played at Springfield on 9 
May. 
Despite an excellent game and nett 
score by Phyllis nicholas we came 
third, Whakatane were the winners 
this year. 
Our Mildred Grogan Match Play is 
now complete with Sue Mahar winning 
on the 10th hole, Jan Stevenson 
runner up. A very even, hard fought 
match. 
We are now starting to play June 
Patchett Match Play after our 
qualifying round was held on 11 May.
Recently seven of us travelled to play 
in the ohope Mixed Tournament 

on the most spectacular day. It was 
sunny with no wind at all. 
Congratulations to Jan Stevenson 
who won Division 2 with 26 stableford 
points and Mary Carroll-Jones for 
winning closest to the line. 
Sue Mahar came 5th in Division 1 
and a number of players won raffle 
prizes so smiles all around. Sue even 
went for a swim in the sea afterwards!
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It is lovely to see the newer players 
improving and enjoying their golf game. 
Keiko has moved the beginners’ golf 
games to 1.30pm on Sundays when 
the course is quieter. She is doing 
an excellent job of organising the 
beginners but would appreciate the 
help of more volunteers to play or 
walk alongside these newbies and 
help them with course etiquette, golf 
rules, club selection and nurture them 
to a level where they become more 
confident and able golfing members of 
our club. 
There are a couple of men in this group 
too so male golfers to help these new 
male players would be welcomed.

Male and female volunteers please 
contact Keiko Walker on 0275333095 
to discuss further.
There is a small group of ladies who 
stay on after golf on Wednesdays for a 
game of Mahjong in the afternoon. 
Special thanks to Pam King and 
eileen Sweeny for getting us hooked 
on the game and their patience in 
teaching us how to play. Thanks also 
to elaine ludgate who donated a 
Mahjong set and boards for us to use. 
Anyone is welcome to join us. 

Contact Sue Mahar 
for further info on

 0272750517

who is the new editor?



On Finals day at Tauranga on Sunday the conditions were blustery with the odd 
shower. We managed to grind out a great two and half points out of three foursomes 
matches in the morning to give us an advantage. We all fought hard in the afternoon 
against a really determined Omanu team and won four out of the six singles games. 
The overall winning result was 6.5 : 2.5
A huge big thank you to all the players through out the year, a great effort and 
lots of enjoyment!
The team would also like to acknowledge Marian irvine and Judy Columb both 
from our club, who participated when needed and played an integral part towards 
this win!

Penny Smith-Springfield, heather Keefe-Rotorua, Susan Short-Springfield, 
Shelley McElroy-Springfield, Deborah Doyle-Springfield, debbie Maindonald-
Rotorua, Mihi Takahi-Springfield, Marian irvine-Rotorua, Judy Columb-Rotorua, 
Andrea Searancke-Rotorua, rose Anderson-Lakeview

We Are looKinG forWArd To nexT YeAr 

10SILVER PENNANTS WINNERS!              
What a Silver Pennant competition it was this year!
We are very pleased to say that the Rotorua United Team won the Silver Pennants 
2022 -  Brenda Milne Trophy. 
 It certainly was a United Rotorua Team with players from Rotorua, Springfield and 
Lakeview helping throughout the pool play and finals

who is the new editor?



11

who is the new editor?

Winners of 2022 Top Dog 
 don Blackledge and ross fisher  

who overwhelmed Runners up,  
Mark Hall and Kevin Lewis.

WINNERS!
WINNERS are GRINNERS!

Winners of 2022 Top Dog Consolation  
Sandy Richardson and Jeff Timmins 

who won against  
George Mcdonald and Tai Tereapii.

Mary Browne and Marilyn Irvine 
with the Arikikapakapa Cup. Silver 
Stableford Winner Van Dyks 
Tournament                                            

Dorace and Gloria Mayes 2nd 
Stableford overall Van Dyks 
Tournament 

Mary Browne and Dorace Bishop 
with the Whanaunga Cup. Bronze 
Stableford Winner Van Dyks 
Tournament 
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My first few weeks have been about 
getting my feet on the ground, 
learning the particulars of how 
RGC runs from a maintenance 
perspective, and trying to learn 
which way to look to avoid stray 
golf balls! 
You may have noticed that I’ve re-
assigned some mowing equipment so 
that we can collect our clippings from 
tees and collars/green-approaches, 
and get a better cut in the rough 
immediately adjacent to the greens 
and tees. 
Playability and presentation should 
improve over time, but right now 
I’m pleased with the results and will 
continue with this plan. Big thanks 
to leon reihana for bringing an old 
greens mower back to life to allow this.
I’m happy with the condition of the 
greens generally, and a few dodgy 
areas will come right with a bit of care 
and granular fertiliser. I’m going to try 
to reduce the yellow tuft by adding 
phosphite (not phosphate) to our 
fertilising program, and will try to get 
on top of the moss. They’ll get a light 
dusting of sand on them very soon, as 
well.
Tees and particularly fairways need 
work, without doubt. The issue is thatch, 
the bane of a greenkeepers’ existence. 
There is no one-off fix; with all of the 
right gear and perfect weather, we’re 
still looking at a 3-4 year programme to 

get the fairways looking as they should 
(tees should be a bit quicker than that). 
What’s needed is coring, scarifying, 
and a bit more fertiliser, and possibly 
wetting agents. I’m obtaining 
equipment quotes now, but these are 
big-ticket items so nothing will happen 
quickly. 
I am also exploring 
short-term remedies 
that will prevent 
things from getting 
worse next summer, but 
this would be a stop-gap at best.

I was visiting my daughter last night 
when I asked if I could borrow a 
newspaper.
“This is the 21st century Dad, she 
said. “We don’t waste money on 
newspapers. Here, use my iPad.”
I can tell you this . . . that fly never 
knew what hit him!



13CREATING CHAMPIONS
This is how Rory McIlroy started! 
Supported by members and parents, we are always looking for more help. . . but 
no 3-putters allowed thank you! 
If this suits YOU please check with GM Graeme for dates and times. Theses kids 
are our future so let’s be sure we get the right stuff into their database!
Some photos of the Tamariki and Rangitahi and Juniors. 

Ladies Club Captain set to head out.Waiting on a Friday and ready for action.

Mums and Dads all helping out, building camaraderie . . . and friends!



14BACK THEN!                 -contributed by Richard Evans

featured in this article are some sketches 
from a 1920s Golf Book, entitled Golf and 
How!
They show typical life at a typical golf club, and I 
thought these three pictures were interesting. 
The players are well dressed, no shorts or open 
neck shirts, and the early version of a golf cart 
looked wonderful. 
I wonder who, at RGC, looks most like the 
possible plus two member and the likely 18 
handicap man?
The second interesting thing about the book is that 
there is no mention, anywhere, of Lady members, 
and the foreword, written by and signed by James 
Braid (Open Champion of 1901, 05, 06, 08 and 
1910) refers only to Male members, so it may not 
get published if printed again today!
He does, however, suggest that Lady caddies are 
quite common in foreign countries, and especially 
popular in France!
The author expresses amazement that some 
golfers are simply unable to count their score 
beyond 5, despite being quite certain that his 
opponent certainly took 7 shots!
Luckily we don’t have that problem at RGC, do 
we?
And if you haven’t heard of ‘stymies’, be thankful 
they are banned now!

A stymie is an obsolete rule in the 
sport of golf. It legislated for the 

situation where a player’s ball lay 
behind or blocked by another player’s 

ball; the blocked player was not 
afforded relief.

who is the new editor?
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    Kidnapped by Arab family in Libya in 1950 
Beaten by Michael Campbell 8 and 7 at Manor Park GC. 

 Snapped an ankle bone skiiing at Mount Hutt in 1984. 

TRUTH will be revealed next month! 

TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE . . . 
about Richard Evans

PLUS, watch this space for the next edition. It will 
feature Truths and Lies about some other member!

and the new EDITOR . . . is! 

RICHARD EVANS 

F E AT U RE

I was sorry to see the end of our newsletter, 
which I have always enjoyed.
So I volunteered to Robin and Helen to take 
over. Thankfully Helen is going to continue 
her skills and knowledge with the lay out, and 
Robin has agreed to steer me along until I get 
up to speed. 
So a massive thank you to Robin and Helen . . . 
you certainly set the standard.
My job now is to continue Robin’s role by 
nagging You All for articles, photos, snippets 
and any information which will ensure our 
members are kept up to date and entertained!

Richard is pictured at The Hills 
Golf Club in Queenstown.

ME . . . ME . . . ME!

Contact richard on 021 496 515 or email randpevan@xtra.co.nz



Until next 
month!

                        
GEYSER GOLF CLASSIC  

36 hole Mens & Womens Open Golf Tournament 
Come to Rotorua and play two great courses, All Ages 

ROTORUA & SPRINGFIELD 
GOLF CLUBS 

SAT 3rd & SUN 4th SEPTEMBER 2022 
A fundraising event for Hospice 

Gross, Nett & Stableford prizes in All Divisions 
Entry Fee $65 per person 

 
Entry includes Two’s & Novelty prizes 

 
Men will be playing for the 

 “Dave Seekup Cup “ ( Best Nett 36 holes ) 
 

Saturday: 18 holes at rotorua GC Multi Tee start 10am.  
Sunday: 18 holes at Springfield GC Multi Tee Start 10am - followed by  

Prize giving. 
.   
 

lucky prize draws on Saturday for all golfers 
 

Two lucky draws for visitors outside rotorua for one Country 
Membership at Springfield GC and one Country Membership at 

rotorua GC, you must be at Sunday Prize Giving at time of draw to 
win. 

Entry Form & entry details attached. Payment required when entering.  
Entries Close: Sunday 28th August 2022. 

Any enquiries to Phil Hogg 027 717 8744  
Or admin@springfieldgolf.co.nz  

 
Major Sponsors: rotorua Mega Mitre 10 

PAK’nSAVE Rotorua 

GEYSER GOLF CLASSIC


