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Happy golfing!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 2

Phone 07 346 8007

July means the open championship, 
now referred to simply as “The 
Open”. 

This event will be particularly memor-
able as it is the 150th anniversary of the 
championship, and it will be held at the 
home of Golf, St Andrews. On 17 July, 
talent, skill and strength of character 
over four days will have been tested, 
and someone will be rewarded with the 
title “Champion Golfer of the Year”.
As golfers, we are all prone to what the 
French identify as “Joie maligne”, the 
Germans, “Schadenfreude”, and the 
Japanese “tanin no fukou wa mitsu no 
aji”. 

The latter translates to “the misfortune 
of others is sweet like honey”. 
Golfers know this smug feeling whilst 
witnessing someone suffering as 
“every shot makes someone happy”.

(The emotion is ancient: Romans 
recognised it as malevolentia, the root 
of malevolence). 

Few languages have words to express 
the opposite, and infinitely kinder 
emotion: “the altruistic joy one feels 
when another person succeeds.” 

The Hebrew word Firgun encompasses 
both generosity of spirit and absence 
of negativity. Coincidently then, to 
promote the idea of giving compliments 
or praising others without any ulterior 
motive or agenda, 17 July is also 
known as International Firgun Day. 

Something to practice, perhaps, when 
an opponent unexpectedly makes a 
long putt or rescues themselves from 
an impossible lie.

-John

SITUATIONS
VACANT

We are still looking for a  
GolF ShoP ManaGer.

Do you who know of someone  
who might be suitable? 

Please contact  
General Manager  

GraeMe Pullen  
manager@rotoruagolfclub.nz 

for details
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE 3

Well winter has certainly arrived!
The rain in the past two weeks has 
really put a dampener on all things golf. 
Dave and his team have done a great 
job to get the course back into playing 
condition. Just watch out for the really 
wet spots that are still out there. The 
bunkers are getting put back in play 
too! 
Did you know we had around 400mm of 
rain over the wet period? June average 
for Rotorua is 135mm generally and 
that is our wettest month of the year 
with 11 rain days. We have well and 
truly exceeded that already. 
The shop will start to look a bit fuller 
over the next week or two as our new 
range of Sporte leisure attire arrives. 
The first deliveries are already in.
We updated the computer with them 
and now hanging ready to go, but not 
for long as I hope you will like what we 
have brought in and will buy it! We will 
add more as time goes by and we sell 
what we have. Let us know what you 
think and if there is anything you think 
we are missing from the line-up, again 
let us know – we will then see what 
we can do. logo apparel has arrived 
too! 
You will also see that we are currently 
running a membership drive for any 
one who is not currently a member. 
Get your friends to sign up now and 
enjoy golf through to the end of next 
year’s subs (Sept 2023). I have already 
signed up three on this promo. 

Would be great for the club to add 
some more members. We need to hit 
600 this year if we can. 

Spread the word! 
Ph: 07 348 4051

GREAT COURSE!
GREAT SPORT!

noW! What are we going to do to 
inject some life into the clubhouse? 
Is anyone keen on maybe a quiz 
night or two? Dinner evening? 
Afternoon session with maybe some 

entertainment of some 
sort? Wine Tasting? 
Any ideas you may 
have to while away 
these winter nights?
I am open to any 

suggestions and assistance to 
organize some events that we all can 
enjoy. We really need to recreate the 
social hub the clubhouse should be. 
                                            -Graeme



WINTER COACHING 4

Kia ora all.
Just to update you all on the Coaching 
Program.  
1.  nick Davey has gone into hibernation 

for winter so we look forward to 
seeing him back in the spring.  

2. Paul hartstone will be coming over 
to continue his coaching with our 
scholarship juniors and a selected 
group of other juniors. He will also 
have very limited slots available for 
one-on-one coaching on a personal 
basis. There may even be clinics 
too! 

 This will all be on an alternate 
weekend basis. Please contact 
Wayne in the Golfshop for availablity.  

3.  I am looking into other options and 
will let you all know when and if I have 
more to tell you. We look forward to 
resuming the full coaching program 
sometime in September.  

Did you know the Sporte Leisure range 
of apparel is now in the shop? The logo 
items have arrived today and will find 
there way out onto the floor soon.  
Thanks all!  

-Graeme 

TAMARIKI AND RANGITAHI AND JUNIORS ENJOYING THEIR PROGRESS!



5MEN’S REPORT - contributed by Robin Thompson

This month sees the end of Bryce 
Dunn’s long-term membership of 
the Rotorua Golf Club that spans 
five decades.

Bryce first joined our club in 1977. He 
had transferred from Timaru in his job 
as a sales rep for BP Oil. 
He started playing golf with Joe and 
Cyril norris and harry lapwood 
on Wednesdays and this only ended 
when he transferred to Wellington in 
1980.
He came back to Rotorua in 1993, 
rejoined the club then, and has been a 
member ever since. In this time he has 
been involved in several areas of the 
club’s golfing endeavours.

In particular Vet’s golf with Mary 
Browne and Perry Stevens and also 
as President of the Rotorua Veterans 
Golf Society. He has also successfully 
run the Wednesday Men’s golfing 
programme for about the last ten years.
Bryce has managed to get his name 
on two honours Boards.
as Junior Strokeplay Champ in 
2004 and as the open Veterans 
Champion in 2011.
Bryce and Ursula are moving to 
Paraparaumu to be nearer their 
family particularly their beautiful 
granddaughter, who features in the 
photo, left.
He will join the golf club there.
We wish them all the very best and 
good golfing Bryce. 

July Men’s Programme
Saturday 2 July 
Captains/Vice Captains  
10am Shotgun start
Saturday 9 July 
Two rounds of Stableford
Malcolm Carr Rosebowl. 1st round.
Saturday 16 July
Malcolm Carr Rosebowl. 2nd round.
Saturday 23 July 
Pro Shop Scramble
Saturday 30 July
Monthly Medal



6LADIES REPORT

Tena Totou Katoa.
GloBallY the Jubilee of Queen 
elizabeth II  was a spectacle and an 
interesting watch.
They are a family just like yours and 
mine, with all our own pomp and 
ceremony, conditional to all sorts 
of behaviours, likes and dislikes, 
judgements and opinions. human, 
just like us!
Then naTIonallY we celebrated 
Matariki with a world-first indigenous 
public holiday! Right now when we are 
conscious of our whole environment, 
up above, down below, and all around 
us. We can take some learning from 
the impact the moon and the stars 
have on our future wellbeing. That 
energy is right there for us to harness.
loCallY Steiners has been 
rescheduled. We could list a number 
of reasons we struggled for entries 
this year, but the new date is 10-12 
October, and on a positive note at least 
50% of the paid entries have asked us 
to hold them over to October.

Arohama
Here’s something to think about:

‘Take care of our children
Take care of what they hear
Take care of what they see
Take care of what they feel
For how the children grow will be 
the shape of Aotearoa.’

-Dame Whina Cooper

Nga mihi Mahana
-Tiweka

And, the longest night 
and the shortest day 

has come 
and gone. 

Roll on 
summer!



7YESTERYEAR!
Club history 
Many members were not here for our 
2006 anniversary so you might not be 
familiar with the Centenary Booklet.
Here are some snippets of interest: 

thE truNDlEr
Also from the Centenary Booklet 
Trundlers have for a long time been 
part of the New Zealand golfing scene 
(though they do sometimes raise 
eyebrows among foreign visitors). But 
it was not always so. 
The trundler reputed to be the first used 
on a golf course was built by Harold 
Adolph at his Rotorua engineering 
shop, and brought to Arikikapakapa 
Course in the early 1930s. 
The third version 
of Adolph’s original 
model is now on 
display in the 
dining room, below 
the collection of 
golf clubs.
Rumour has it that it was offered to 
the cub to be used for hire, but the 
Committee of the day was of the 
opinion that it would never replace a 
caddy.

The McDonald Cup
A non golfer, Mr A. McDonald, who 
was visiting friends in Rotorua around 
1927, was invited to follow a group of 
Golfers around the course, which he 
much enjoyed.
Over drinks he offered to donate £10 
for a new Cup. He was pushed to 
make it £20, so that was the start of 
The McDonald cup! 

Eric Roe 
Eric Roe was a notable Solicitor and 
long handicap Golfer who financed the 
construction of the path from the 5th 
green to the 6th tee. 
He first played our course in 1916 and 
was made a life member in 1951. 

PHOTO AT LEFT:

Rotorua Golf Club Centenary  
Organising Committee

Back row: Ken Klitscher, Peter Christiansen

Front Row: Dorace Bishop, Elaine Ludgate, 
Mary Browne, Jackie Carr, Judy Thompson

Absent: Bob Bishop, Robin Thompson and 
John Weston



NINE HOLE LADIES REPORT 8
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The saying goes  “It never rains but 
it pours” and we’ve certainly had 
loads of the wet stuff falling from 
the sky this last month. 

ARIKIKAPAKAPA

I’ve been off the course for the last 
three weeks with back to back Flu and 
then COVID but the 9 hole ladies have 
donned their wet weather gear and 
been out doing it.

This Wednesday is the final of Gross 
Match play with Keiko Walker and 
Carol Jeffs battling it out while the 
rest of us have a “fun” game. 

Our ladies have enjoyed a couple of 
tournaments, one at Fairview which 
saw Carol Jeffs and Jan Stevenson 
come home with prizes after enduring 
a hail storm near the end of their 
games and the other at Te Puke with 
Greeta Hulme and Jan prize winners. 
Congratulations ladies. It’s always 
great fun to play a different course and 
meet more fellow golfers.
The shortest day has now passed and 
we’re heading towards Spring. Keep 
warm and stay dry. 

-Sue
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A word from the wise! 
Check out the following link 
contributed by Jim Burton.

If you don’t leave your

past in the past, it will destroy 

your future. Live for what today 

has to offer, not for what yesterday 

has taken away. 

https://youtu.be/myoTf1wuZoa

It will demonstrate how best to fix 
pitch marks on the green  

- not many golfers can do that!

CIVIlIZaTIon in 2022 PrICeleSS 
  Our Phones Wireless

	Cooking Fireless

	Cars Keyless

	Food Fatless

  Tires Tubeless

	Dress Sleeveless

	Youth Jobless

	Leaders Shameless

	Relationships Meaningless

	Attitudes Careless

	Babies Fatherless

	Feelings Heartless

	Education Valueless

	Children  Mannerless

WORDS OF WISDOM

SuPPorT
our

SPonSorS
aS TheY
SuPPorT

uS!



GREENKEEPER’S REPORT 10

I don’t have to tell you that June has 
been a little damp; 309 mm to date 
(June 28) followed up by the lovely 
102 mm that arrived (and ruined the 
bunkers) on May 30-31. 
No superintendent wants to close the 
course but we really didn’t have much 
choice, and it wouldn’t have been fun 
to play over those three (or four?) days 
anyway. 
A bit of respite in the last 10 days has 
seen the bunkers returned to active 
duty, and allowed us to get the place 
tidied up and looking a bit more the 
part. I understand that many of you are 
happy to have the bunkers GUR but 
when they’re washed out the course 
looks a little sad and unloved, and we 
really can’t have that. 
The half-dozen bunkers that refuse 
to drain in an orderly manner have 
a date with a fairly large auger in 
the near future.  I really appreciate 
your patience as we rode out that 
weather. 
The rains came as the course was 
really slowing down, and a couple 
of light frosts (and a proper one) last 
week has pretty much stopped grass 
growth.
We’re content to mow fairways, green 
surrounds, and tees just once a week. 
We haven’t cut rough in over a month 
but a few places are starting to look 
a little shaggy so we will get on that 
soon. 

Greens are on a twice-a-week mowing 
schedule, and with about the same 
number of outings by the roller they 
seem to be holding up pretty nicely. 
We’ll soon get out a wetting agent 
(tomorrow I hope, June 29) that helps 
move water through the profile to keep 
the surface a bit more firm (so yes I 
suppose it’s more of a drying agent). 
It is also time to give them a bit 
of fertiliser (nitrogen, potassium, 
magnesium, and iron); we gave the 
tees a light feed this week so if they 
start to turn a bit green don’t panic!
We are dreaming of spring, and 
planning for it as well.  We hop to get 
into some fairway coring and scarifying, 
once things warm up a bit and all of 
my equipment wish-list arrives (fingers 
crossed).  
I have some soil chemistry data for our 
tees and fairways, and am working up 
a fertiliser plan.  
The greens’ chemistry was done in 
early 2021 so I’m just running with that, 
at least partly in the spirit of if it ain’t 
broke . . . we’ll re-assess that this time 
next year.
See you out there!

-Dave
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FROM LAST ISSUE: TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE 
about RICHARD EVANS

 
Kidnapped by Arab family in Libya in 1950  TRUE

Beaten by Michael Campbell 8 and 7 at Manor Park GC TRUE
 Snapped an ankle bone skiiing at Mount Hutt in 1984 THE LIE!

PLUS, watch this space for the next edition. It will 
feature Truths and Lies about some other member!

TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE

Two Truths and a Lie about MARK WATTON

M E M B E R
We welcome MarK WaTTon to our club and he will be happy 
to play anyone, so please make his return to golf after 25 years 
away a happy one.

He comes from a family of low handicap golfers but admits to currently being on a 
21 handicap yet again on the journey down.
Mark is a Manager at Ventia in Rotorua and enjoys mountain-biking. He admits to 
once upon a time being a long hitter (such a long time ago) of golf balls occasionally 
actually managing to land them on the fairway!

He is teaching his son to play which might be interesting when 
Dad doesn’t win all the time!   

• Ambulanced out of the forest on more than one 
occasion

• Can hit a wedge more than 150m  
(Really! – think about it …)

• Once completed 18 holes in under two hours

SEE NEXT ISSUE FOR THE RESULTS!



                        
GEYSER GOLF CLASSIC  

36 hole Mens & Womens Open Golf Tournament 
Come to Rotorua and play two great courses, All Ages 

ROTORUA & SPRINGFIELD 
GOLF CLUBS 

SAT 3rd & SUN 4th SEPTEMBER 2022 
A fundraising event for Hospice 

Gross, Nett & Stableford prizes in All Divisions 
Entry Fee $65 per person 

 
Entry includes Two’s & Novelty prizes 

 
Men will be playing for the 

 “Dave Seekup Cup “ ( Best Nett 36 holes ) 
 

Saturday: 18 holes at rotorua GC Multi Tee start 10am.  
Sunday: 18 holes at Springfield GC Multi Tee Start 10am - followed by  

Prize giving. 
.   
 

lucky prize draws on Saturday for all golfers 
 

Two lucky draws for visitors outside rotorua for one Country 
Membership at Springfield GC and one Country Membership at 

rotorua GC, you must be at Sunday Prize Giving at time of draw to 
win. 

Entry Form & entry details attached. Payment required when entering.  
Entries Close: Sunday 28th August 2022. 

Any enquiries to Phil Hogg 027 717 8744  
Or admin@springfieldgolf.co.nz  

 
Major Sponsors: rotorua Mega Mitre 10 

PAK’nSAVE Rotorua 

GEYSER GOLF CLASSIC

MaJor SPonSorS Bye - ‘til
 

next month!


