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These two wonderful venues epitomise
the positive aspects of all that is best
in the history and sportsmanship of the
game of golf. Like the Old Course at
Saint Andrews, Augusta National has
wide fairways and threatening hazards
placed exactly where good players
might want to hit their shots: unlike St
Andrews, Augusta has relatively few
bunkers. The challenge at Augusta
is the severely contoured greens and
surrounds.
In his book Golf is my Game, Bobby
Jones said, “We want to make bogeys
easy if frankly sought, pars readily
obtainable by standard good play,
and birdies - except on par fives dearly bought.” Jones and Dr Alistair
MacKenzie were inspired by the Saint
Andrews Old Course design. A cynic
might observe that the club was also
inspired by the Scottish philosophy of
thrift; McKenzie died penniless, having
written letters begging for even part
payment of his fee.

John Petrie

The pleasure of watching Cameron
Smith win the Open at Saint Andrews
is tempered by the knowledge that
it is now eight months to the 2023
Masters tournament at Augusta
National, Georgia.

is a priority. I note our widened
fairways and the removal of unsightly
impediments
such
as
wooden
distance markers (no stakes at Saint
Andrews, Augusta or for that matter,
Paraparaumu).
Despite our financial constraints,
our greens staff have done a
wonderful job in maintaining the
playing quality of our course and
they have their eyes firmly fixed on
the future.

We
are
fortunate
indeed
at
Arikikapakapa, the Home of Rotorua
Golf, that we have such talented and
dedicated Greens staff.
The direction of our course is clear;
we are to be a destination golf course,
hence the improvement of our course
Phone 07 346 8007

-John

SITUATIONS
VACANT
We are still looking for a
Golf Shop Manager.
Do you who know of someone
who might be suitable?
Please contact
General Manager
Graeme Pullen
manager@rotoruagolfclub.nz
for details

GOLF SHOP MESSAGE
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All profits will go to the directly to the
Club.
Supporting the Golf Shop helps us to
invest more into what’s important . . .
the course!
We have shoes, hats, socks, balls,
gloves, tees, clothes, rain wear, golf
devices, trundlers, bags and more....

Are your grips worn and
slippery?

Graeme Pullen

Did you know the Club has taken
full control of the Golf Shop?

Lastly, if we haven’t got what you are
looking for please ask as we may well
be able to source it!
-Graeme

Come and see Wayne - he can sort
that out for you pretty sharply.
Looking for new clubs? Watch out for
Fitting Days that will come up on a
regular basis or again talk to Wayne
and he can try to arrange one through
Titleist.
Just remember that your support of
the Golf Shop means you are directly
supporting the club and our efforts
towards continual improvement.
We have some great plans moving
forward so help us get there faster!

ALL THESE BRANDS AT ROTORUA GOLF SHOP . . . plus more!

SHOP HERE
AND
SUPPORT
!
YOUR CLUB

GREENKEEPER’S REPORT
Dave Kubien

I am really trying to find something
optimistic to say about the weather.
Maybe take some solace in the fact
that if we were at mid-winter in my
homeland the course would be in
a frost delay that will last another
three months!
As of 0730 (July 26th) most of the
bunker faces are intact (after 45 mm
in the past 24 hours), but getting
through the week in that state seems
unlikely. The major issue isn’t the rain
that the bunkers intercept, but rather
the run-off into them, with the left side
of the 1st and 12th greens being the
obvious examples. Directing surface
water away from the bunkers is a longterm necessity, but as we lack any
earth-moving machinery (especcially
a digger) this is a contractor project.
Modern bunkers are more than simply
sand-filled holes, and their construction
always includes the surroundings.
The bunkers themselves lack proper
drainage and base liners. We’ll install
soak holes in worst draining bunkers
in the spring. The absence of liners is
why the sand is contaminated, and is
admittedly part of the problem with the
washed-out faces (note that no liner
can save the faces on the 1st).
I had a good conversation with our
consulting architect, Clyde Johnson,
and we have the same idea for bunker
linings (but note it will take me at
least four years to line our 40 existing
bunkers (ahem, with a digger- if we
do it in-house). For the faces he’s not
committed yet, but figures that rivetting
(i.e. sod-faces, like the classic British
links bunkers...for NZ examples see at
least some of Ohope and all but one
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of the bunkers at Paraparaumu Beach)
is impossible for us given our staff
numbers. Regardless, other than soak
holes nothing should be done about
the existing bunkering until we know
what/when/if is being done about new
holes and associated bunkers, plus
any long-term changes to the existing
course routing. To me our present
course lacks a constant bunker
theme (contrast the 4th with the 8th
in your minds, for example) and doing
anything today without considering
any future development will only make
that situation worse.
A final point about bunkering.
Apparently rumour-control has a
myriad of stories floating around about
bunker removal, grass bunkers, and
-cont’d

‘The Dancing Tree’ - Sadly, not found on
our course . . . but isn’t it gorgeous?

GREENKEEPER’S REPORT
who knows what else. Bunkering is
a job for a professional, and that’s
why an architect is involved. This
is not something to be tackled by
superintendents or committees. I
encourage people to be patient, and
wait for a complete picture from Clyde.
Changing topics. I’ve altered some of
our fairways, bringing many of them
nearer the tee (1st, 3rd and especially
the 12th) and widening them in places
(especially the 7th). The former is to
make the place a little more forgiving
for those that need it, and the latter is
simply to give people more options on
how to attack things.

- continued
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We’ve also widened the corridor for the
back tee shot on the 10th, and opened
up the left sides of both the 6th and 9th
holes, by pruning/removing kanuka.
That’s going to allow us to use the
entire teeing ground on the par 3s,
and make the 10th a little less penal,
but doesn’t have much impact from
the forward tees. You’ll also notice that
we’re increasing some teeing areas,
mostly on par 3s (I’d appreciate finding
another 500 m2 for the 6th tee).
And coming soon...sand bins for the
par 3 tees! Please fill your divots once
I get them out there in the next week
or two.
See you out there! -Dave

CORRECTION: A story in Friday’s newspaper on Jerry Kramer being nominated
in the Pro Football Hall of Fame incorrectly named Ringo Starr as a centre for the
Packers instead of Jim Ringo.
- from an American Newspaper

MEN’S REPORT - contributed by Robin Thompson
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July was a difficult month for golf
with excessive rain disrupting
some playing days.

with a gross of 73 points from two
rounds. Runner up was Jeff Timmins
with 71 points.

However the three days needed
to complete the men’s programme
turned out okay. Again a vote of thanks
is needed to the three men, Alan
McCarty, Mark Hall and Ross Fisher
for taking responsibility to ensure
the 2022 programme is successfully
completed.

August Programme

The President v Chairman’s Day (so
called since we have no captain or
vice captain) went smoothly without a
hitch. Well done guys.
Congratulations to Dave Umbers for his
win in the Malcolm Carr Rosebowl

Saturday 6 August
Caterer’s Cup 1. (2 rounds nett)
Saturday 13 August
Caterer’s Cup 2.
Saturday 20 August
Pro Shop Scramble
Sunday 21 August
Interclub (see below)
Sunday 21 August
Interclub
Saturday 27 August
Monthly Medal

Annual Interclub
SUNDAY 21 August 2022
- 10.00 am Tee off
ROTORUA vs CAMBRIDGE
at Rotorua Golf Club
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Entry Sheets available on the notice boards from
Wednesday 27 July 2022
Please support this important event, possibly the oldest
interclub in NZ . . . well over 100 years!

NINE HOLE LADIES REPORT

The bonus was some of our ladies got
in a few extra hours of mahjong, good
practise for their upcoming tournament.
Jan and I finally found a dry day that
we were both free to play the June
Patchett trophy final.
We enjoyed a great game that wasn’t
decided till the last hole where I won.
Keiko won the match play final with
Carol runner up.

Sue Mahar

Not much golf happening this last
month as we go through a very wet
July.
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We are very grateful to Pak n Save
Rotorua and Tremains Rotorua for
confirming their sponsorship for our
September Mixed 9 hole Tournament
again this year.
Nine hole players - Men and Ladies
- mark Friday 23 September on your
calendar now!

THANKS
TO OUR
SPONSORS!

Wednesday 27 July 2022
Too wet ‘n’ windy for golf so we helped Greeta Hulme celebrate her upcoming 85th
birthday which is on Friday. Keiko made a beautiful gluten free cake decorated
with a putting green and the ball in the hole. Happy Birthday Greeta.

VETERAN’S REPORT
The Veterans section of our golf
club has been very active this year
and is delighted to welcome new
members to both the District and
BOP sections.
Thank you to the new members for
your support and feedback about
the enjoyment of meeting members
of other clubs and the opportunity of
playing on a variety of courses.

Rotorua District Veterans
Golf Society
Up until May we had a marvellous run
of weather with our weekly (Thursday)
programme being uninterrupted.
There are four clubs involved,
Springfield, Lake View, Reporoa and
Rotorua. Entries are taken on the day
which allows veterans to play with
many members of other clubs. The
format is a stableford competition
with 0-18 & 19 + winners/runner up.
There is also a Pennants competition
(8 rounds) played between the four
clubs.
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Bay of Plenty Veterans
Association
Presently we have a solid core of 12
-15 members from our club playing in
this very popular competition. There
are 15 Bay of Plenty clubs involved
and we get the opportunity to play on
all 15 courses over a calendar year.
Because of both weather and covid
we have had two cancellations this
year, fortunately these games have
been rescheduled. Ian Hayes recently
organised a game at Cambridge
where 12 veterans travelled for a
very enjoyable day. Graeme Entwisle
(former member of our club), now
Cambridge also helped coordinate the
visit with his new club.
-cont’d

District Veterans is for men and ladies,
age is 50 and over, there is a small
annual subscription of $5.00. There
is a very reasonable entry fee which
covers prizes (normally meat packs)
and a green fee contribution.
For further information please
contact delegates James Comber
and Marilyn Field.

The emotional support dog after I get
telling it my problems!

VETERAN’S REPORT continued
Our most recent away game was at
Mt Maunganui where a field of 120
veterans played in fabulous weather
on a beautifully prepared course.
BOP Veterans is for men over 55,
for further information you are most
welcome to contact Ian Hayes.

Annual 3 Day Match Play
Tournament
This year will be our 95th Annual 3 Day
Tournament, to held on the 19, 20 and
21 September. Our tournament is a
very popular event on the NZ Veterans
Golfers Association annual calendar.

Our committee has started planning
and already we have received entries.
Tournament Secretary Mary Browne is
busy looking after entries and attending
to queries. Entries to the tournament
come from all over the North Island
and it is our pleasure to welcome back
many players who come year after
year.
For further information please
contact Mary Brown (Secretary)
or James Comber (Committee
Chairman). Entry forms are available
in the ProShop.
-James Comber

THE HISTORY OF GOLF
The first reference to golf at its now recognised historic home town of St Andrews,
was in 1552. It was not until 1754 however that the St Andrews Society of Golfers
was formed to compete in its own annual competition using Leith’s rules.
The first ever 18-hole course was constructed at St Andrews in 1764, establishing
the now recognised standard for the game. King William IV honoured the club
with the title ‘Royal & Ancient’ in 1834, with that recognition and its fine course
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews was established as the world’s
premier golf club.
At this time golfers were using hand-crafted wooden clubs usually made from
beech with shafts of ash or hazel, and balls were made from compressed feathers
wrapped in a stitched horse hide.
During the 19th century as the might of the British Empire expanded to encompass
the globe, so golf followed closely behind. The first golf club formed outside
Scotland was the Royal Blackheath (near London) in 1766. The first golf club
outside Britain was the Bangalore, India (1820). Others quickly followed included
the Royal Curragh, Ireland (1856), the Adelaide (1870), Royal Montreal (1873),
Cape Town (1885), St Andrew’s of New York (1888) and Royal Hong Kong (1889).
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OBITUARY - JILL KIRBY
Jill Kirby
25 November 1942 – 17 July 2022
During the 1980s Jill became interested in
playing golf and in 1987 joined the Rotorua
Golf Club. She quickly threw herself into all
aspects of Club life. Her enthusiasm for the
game soon showed itself in her enjoyment
of competing in all competitions, Interclub
and Pennant events throughout her years at
Arikikapakapa.
Jill’s name is found on many of the Ladies’ trophies and Honour Boards. One
of these is the Junior Championship which she won in 2001 and then again in
2007.
I was fortunate to have Jill join the Ladies Committee in 1992 and she served
on this for a couple of years before taking up the position of Assistant Club
Secretary.
Jill was invaluable in this position and worked with Club Secretaries Norm
Clark and Peter Christiansen. The office was ‘front’ desk and collected green
fees and ran club events as well as looking after membership. In 1999 the new
constitution changed the designation of Club Secretary to General Manager.
Don Blackledge took on this role in 2009 and relates how helpful Jill was at the
commencement of his engagement.
Jill retired at the end of June 2009 and as a sign of their appreciation of her
valuable services the Board awarded her an Honorary Country Membership.
We attended a service for Jill in Tauranga today and shared many of these
memories.
We extend to Jill’s family our sincere sympathy.

-contributed by Mary Browne
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TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE
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FROM LAST ISSUE: TWO TRUTHS AND A LIE
about MARK WATTON
Ambulanced out of the forest on more than one occasion – TRUE
Actually twice, once from Katori Jumps and once from Old Chevvy.
Can hit a wedge more than 150m (Really! – Think about it…) – THE LIE
Once completed 18 holes in under 2 hours – TRUE
But I was only about 15! Skins (5 iron and a putter) - remember those days?
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Welcome to: Jacob Kitson
Jacob is a local, born and bred in
Rotorua and went to JPC.
He hits a golf ball a very long way and
is just learning the game.

He is a Fitter and Turner who builds Hydro power stations,
especlally in our pacific neighbours, working for Vortex
group.
Second Hobby is Hot Rods and if they go like his high speed putting, then watch
out!

Watch this space for the next edition. It will feature
Truths and Lies about some other member!

THANK YOU for supporting our Club
The purpose of this important item
is to acknowledge and to say “thank you”
to the several organisations
who have so generously granted funds to
“Arikikapakapa” the home of Rotorua Golf

. . . we appreciate your help
Both .

ckon!

. .we re

